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How Does God Speak to Us Today? 
Why can’t we hear Him? 


° Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, having 
been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province of Asia. ’ When they 
came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not 
allow them to. $ So they passed by Mysia and went down to Troas. ? During the night Paul 
had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.” '° After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave 
for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel to them. (Acts 
16:6-10 NIV) 


Paul & Silas Head West — Barnabas & John Mark Head to Cyprus 


In our last teaching Paul and 
Barnabas had decided to go 
back to those places where 
they had preached the gospel 
and established little 
churches. We know some 
kind of dispute arose 
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Paul Returns to the 
Churches He Established in His 1st Missionary Journey 


We now see Paul travelling through large regions, and the text tells us he moved from Phrygia 
and then through Galatia. And then the text tells us that “the Holy Spirit kept Paul and Silas 
from preaching in the province of Asia.” The text clearly tells us that Paul was prevented from 
going north and he was prevented from going south. I think Paul was desirous to go to those 


places because they were heavily populated and they were wealthy cosmopolitan areas. He felt 
that great ministry could be done in those places. But obviously, God had a different plan. 
Sometimes we are led in ways that might defy human logic. We see great areas of opportunity, 
but the text tells us that the Holy Spirit forbade them. This begs the question of how did the 
Holy Spirit forbid them? Why would the Holy Spirit prevent Paul from going somewhere that 
seems like it would be very productive for ministry? How did this communication occur? Was 
it through prophecy? Back when we studied Acts 13, the text told us “? While they were 
worshiping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for 
the work to which I have called them.” ? So after they had fasted and prayed, they placed their 
hands on them and sent them off.” (Acts 13:2-3 NIV). So, is that what could have happened 
here? Yes, but it could have been in other ways as well. Pd like us to rest a moment and discuss 
whether God speaks to us today, and if so how does He do it? 


Can God Speak to us Audibly? 


The answer is an absolute “yes”. I have never heard God speak to me audibly, but I have heard 
Him or perhaps it was an angel speaking to another believer in a totally audible voice. It was not 
when I was in deep prayer or in a deep spiritual state. It happened while I was digging a septic 
line for a fellow believer, and I had stopped my skid steer to rest. I heard it with my own ears so 
I don’t need to go read some where whether such things happen. Likewise, my son Alex 
testified to this entire group that God spoke to Him audibly after a long period of fasting and 
prayer concerning a mate for His life. He told us how He was awakened in our middle bedroom 
in the middle of the night, and God spoke two sentences to him in a totally audible voice. He 
was so shocked, he jumped up, got a pencil and paper and wrote down what God had told him 
would happen. Within days, what God had said to him out loud came to pass. 


These are the only two instances I have ever been personally connected to. I would caution you 
not to expect such things because I am almost 63 years old and I have yet to hear the audible 
voice of God speaking to me. Also, this is an area where we must exercise great caution. Some 
have claimed to have heard God telling them to do something that is bad behavior. This could be 
due to mental illness, or perhaps to demonic influences in someone’s life. If you hear audible 
voices telling you to do things contrary to the Bible and what it says, then those voices are not 
from God, but from the darker beings of the spiritual realm. We must always check what we 
hear out loud or what we hear in our spirits with what the Bible says. 


Does God Speak to Us Inaudibly or Through Dreams? 


Again, I believe the answer is yes. For me, it is hearing God telling you to do something but not 
hearing any words. This is the case when you may not hear God’s voice with your ears, but you 
know what He is saying to you in your heart. Again, you must make certain that what you are 
being told may or may not be from him. It could be your conscience or your own imagination, 
but it could indeed be from Him. When I get a strong impression of such a thing, I usually take 
it very seriously and as long as it conforms with scripture I do my best to obey it. Sandy and I 
often experience this when we hear of a financial need, and we discuss what we’re impressed to 
give and it is often exactly the same to the dollar. I have learned to keep these conversations 
with the Lord extremely private. I think it’s a bit weird to tell someone “God told me to do this 


or that for you”. Instead just do it and say something like, “I/we just felt we were supposed to do 
this.” 


It was indeed in a dream or a vision that Paul got clear direction to go to Macedonia, for in his 
vision a man cried out to be saved. The man was a Macedonian (a Greek) who was calling him 
to come over and help him. This left NO QUESTION as to what God was calling Him to do. In 
the verses that follow we see Paul leading a woman named Lydia to Jesus. She was the first 
European to hear the gospel and receive it. Lydia is the spiritual ancestor of most people reading 
or hearing this sermon. 


God May Speak to Us Through Circumstances 


Paul might have just been prevented to go to those places by circumstances. I remember as a 
child whenever we would have a flat tire or some unscheduled inconvenience on the road, my 
mother would quote Romans 8:28 speaking outright and saying, “All things work together for 
good for those who love God for those who are called according to His purpose.” She would 
assure us that God must have some reason for why we had been delayed. I think that it’s 
important how we respond when faced with these inconveniences. Instead of cursing our old car 
or our worn out battery, we should praise God that He has altered our path in some way. 


I remember a time when Sandy and I were pulling a little pop up trailer across Georgia, and 
Sandy suddenly said, “Get off here”. There was no reason to get off there, but we just did. As 
we slowed to a stop and got to the end of the exit we heard a loud pop and the trailer tire blew 
up. It could have easily blown out on the interstate and turned our little Plymouth Voyager over. 
Another time in a Volvo, on an early morning we hit a long bridge about 100 yards long. We 
did not realize it was totally covered with early dawn ice. We did an entire 360 only to have our 
old car pointed in exactly the correct angle and direction when we got to the other side. Was this 
a coincidence, or was it God’s direction? I think God spared us so we wouldn’t crash over the 
side rails like the cars and 18 wheeler we saw as we approaced another bridge a couple of 
minutes later. 


We need to learn to not be so disturbed by disturbances. If you expect to be disturbed then 
you’re never disturbed. You’re only disturbed if you never expect to be disturbed! Sometimes 
things come along that just aren’t part of your plan, so ask the Lord if He’s telling you to move 
in a different direction. Maybe through odd circumstances the Lord kept Paul from going to 
Asia. 


When we are faced with what seem to be terrible inconveniences, ask God “Lord, is this a 
blessing in disguise?” Sometimes the things we see as hindrances may be great blessings. 
During my recent sickness between Thanksgiving and Christmas, I read some life-changing 
books, got rest, fasted and prayed with intensity. I was able to let God minister to me helping me 
make some changes in my life. I got off of the news. I got off of Facebook. I got off of the 
phone. I got alone with God and He met me at the point of my desperate need. 


Does God Speak to Us Through His Written Word? 


The answer to this question is again a resounding “YES”. Open His Word and read it. If you 
don’t know where to start, read a Psalm or a Proverb. You can also always read the book of 
Phillipians in a few short minutes. Paul will remind you to REJOICE. If you’re under spiritual 
attack, read Ephesians and dwell on chapter 6 which tells the believer how to be equipped for 
spiritual battle. I think that a lot of times we cook up a plan and we just do it and ask God to 
bless us. Maybe a better way to do it is to lay things out before the Lord for a period of time, 
perhaps with fasting and prayer, and ask Him to speak His will into your heart. Scripture says, 


“3 Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own understanding;° In all your 
ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths. (Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV) A bit of 
preventative pray can go a long way in keeping us on the right path. 


The promise is to “trust Him”. Don’t depend on you own understanding of things. And, “In all 
our ways acknowledge Him” is the condition of having Him direct your path and making your 
path straight. I think one way we “acknowledge Him” is when we say, “Lord, I need YOU to 
direct my life, and Lord once again I remove myself from the throne of my life and ask you to do 
what you know is best for me.” It is much like the sentiments expressed in the beautiful old 
hymn. 


I need Thee every hour, most gracious Lord No tender voice like Thine can peace afford (offer) I 
need Thee, oh I need Thee, Every hour I need Thee, Oh, bless me now, my Savior! I come to 
Thee. VERSE 2 - I need the every hour stay Thou near by Temptations lose their power when 
Thou art nigh. VERSE 3 - I need the every hour, in joy or pain Come quickly and abide or life is 
in vain. 


Conclusion 


God does still speak today but it is a matter of listening and waiting. It is an attitude of humility 
and meditating on God’s Word. We can learn to recognize how God communicates. One way I 
failed to mention is that we can hear God speak through others. The list goes on and on. We 
become frustrated when we feel like we’re not getting a clear answer or any answer at all. Many 
times perhaps God is saying, “Not now. Just trust me. Wait, knowing I will work things out in 
the very best way for your life.” 


Are you praying only when you have a need and a desire? Are you listening to His voice 
concerning the sin that is in your life? Are you listening when he asks you to do things that are 
of no benefit to you, but are beneficial to others? Get into the Word. Read God’s word. Pray a 
sincere prayer saying, “Lord, show me what to do and I will do it.” If we come with a 
surrendered life and a clean heart, God is willing to grant your request. Have you been praying 
about a situation in your life and found yourself waiting for a breakthrough? Are you wondering 
why the answer hasn't come yet? God does hear those prayers, and He’s working out the answers 
even though we may not know all the details. Our situation can change suddenly—quickly 
without warning! Realize though, before God moves suddenly, you will have a season of 
waiting. So the question becomes “How will you wait?” 


In most languages other than English the thought of “waiting” (or hoping) isn’t just passive 
waiting like it feels in English. In Irish Gaelic, we express it by saying, “I have an eye toward 
this or that happening.” Have an eye toward God answering the desires of your heart. Let your 
heart be full of hope. Expect God to keep moving in your life. He is working in you if you are 
allowing Him to do so. Start having “a great eye toward the wonderful things that He has in 
store for you!” Our act of waiting isn’t supposed to be spent sitting around passively hoping that 
something will happen sometime soon. We are to have a knowing expectant hope. While you 
have an “eye toward something happening”, start serving actively, aggressively and expectantly. 
When our hearts are eager to hear from God, He loves to rush in suddenly with His solution. In 
many cases this waiting period actually serves as a time of preparation for the answer. If God 
answered right away, many of us would be ill-prepared to handle His solution. He is getting 
YOU ready to receive the things He has in store for you. 


Sometimes we find ourselves in such horrible messes that it's hard to imagine waiting one more 
second. But we need to keep waiting on God and trusting Him with a sweet and simple faith. 


Then, in a way we never could've figured out—God moves suddenly! 


Let us pray. 
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